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In the 1850s, Franklin Mills was a growing community of industries and 

entrepreneurs. Among those who came to our area to take advantage of 

this was Zenas Kent, who with David Ladd, bought 600 acres of land in 

1832, eventually buying him out in 1833 and erecting a flour mill that 

stayed in operation for many long years. In 1849, the Franklin Bank was 

begun and Kent was named its first President. It was later renamed the 

Kent National Bank and Kent remained in his position until his death in 

1865. In 1850, Kent started a cotton mill on the banks of the Cuyahoga 

River, but it eventually failed. He built his home in 1851 on present day 

South River Street, but sadly, it was lost to fire some years ago. He married the former Pamelia 

Lewis and with her had 13 children, nine of whom were alive at the time of his death in 1865: 

Harriet, Henry, Edward, George, Marvin, Charles, Frances, Emily and Amelia. The homes of 

three of Kent’s children remain standing today, the home of Charles on North Pearl Street 

(1843), the home of Marvin, the current day Masonic Temple (1883), and the home of Frances, 

pictured below, on the soon to be vacated East Erie Street. This house, documented in the 

Portage County Recorder’s office has having been built in 1858, is a rare example of a two story 

Greek Revival home once stood on the Northeast corner of Erie and South Water Streets. It can 

be seen in this 1874 engraving from an atlas of Kent: 

 

 
 



      

     Frances Kent married George W. Wells on August 27, 1851 in Ravenna and then moved to 

Kent. Wells was a glassmaker who, along with Marvin and Charles Kent, started Kent, Wells & 

Co. glassworks, an early industry in our town. This house was built in 1858 under the 

supervision of her father, Zenas Kent, who had been a carpenter and joiner, among his many 

professions. When this engraving was made, the home belonged to Civil War veteran Dr. Aaron 

M. Sherman, who bought the house in 1868 from Miner Andrews, who bought the house from 

Dr. Lucius Crittenden in 1867, who bought the house from the Wells’s when they moved to 

Brownsville, Pennsylvania, which, according to obituaries of both Mr. and Mrs. Wells, was in 

1863. He maintained his business in a building next door to this home. In the obituary for Helen 

Parkhill, Frances’s daughter, it says “She was the niece of the late Marvin Kent, being the 

daughter of his sister. Her father was prominent in the old glass works here. She was born near 

the Old Sherman residence here on S. Water Street.” The Wells house had not yet been built at 

this time, since Helen was the eldest daughter of this couple, born in 1852.  

 

Dr. Aaron M. Sherman, M.D. was a local physician who 

trained at Western Reserve College in Cleveland, graduated 

from that institution in 1851 and set up his practice in 

Garrettsville. He later moved to Kent to set up a pharmacy 

business but later returned to his practice of medicine. When 

the Civil War broke out, he joined the 46
th

 Ohio Volunteer 

Infantry as a “contract surgeon” and ended up serving as an 

Assistant Surgeon at Lincoln General Hospital in 

Washington, DC. This “hospital” was nothing more than a 

series of tents and Sherman would have seen patients fresh 

off of the battlefields. He returned home to Kent at the 

conclusion of the war. He served a number of terms on the 

local school board and in 1883 was elected to represent our 

area in the Ohio General Assembly. He also helped to found 

the First Universalist Church of Kent, modern day Unitarian 

Universalist Church of Kent, in 1866, as well as the Portage 

County Medical Society that same year. He was one of the 

founding members of the Rockton Masonic Lodge and 

served as its master for ten years. He also helped to attract 

many businesses to our growing village. The old alpaca mill 

that now serves as the Silk Mill Apartments was another business that Sherman helped to 

establish in Kent. Dr. Sherman was also a longtime member of the Pioneer Association, a local 

organization in the Kent area whose purpose was to perpetuate the memories of the early settlers 

of our area. Dt. Sherman served his city, his state and his country and should be remembered as 

one of Kent’s more notable citizens of the 19
th

 century. 

      

     Dr. Sherman remained in the house he bought from Miner Andrews until 1903, when he sold 

it to his brother Lewis, who sold it to Dr. Byron Jacob in 1904. Sherman then moved to 

Pasadena, California, where he died on November 3, 1919 at the age of 93. Dr. Jacob sold the 

house to Dr. William Andrews in 1924, who moved it to its current location on East Erie Street 

to make room for a business building that still stands today where the house once stood. In that 



same year, the Kent Tribune, the predecessor to today’s Record-Courier, interviewed local 

historian Charlotte Weaver, who was born here in the 1840s and remembered when this house 

was new and said that she recalled that its first owner was a man named George Wells. This is 

what we who do historic documentation call a primary source, someone who was there and saw 

things firsthand and is considered to be the most reliable source possible.  

 

 
 

     We believe that this fine old house, one of five still standing that are connected to the 

namesake Kent family, is a significant part of early Kent history, which is why we believe that it 

should be preserved. (Along with the three houses mentioned earlier, the other houses still 

standing that are connected to our namesake family are that of the Clapp-Woodward House, the 

current headquarters of the Kent Historical Society, built 1883, and the nearby Helen Parkhill 

House, now the office of Attorney Ralph Oates. Mrs. Parkhill was the daughter of Frances Kent 

Wells, who died in the home of her daughter.) At the time of its construction, it was considered 

the finest home in Franklin Mills. We believe that this is still a very fine home, a classic example 

of the Greek Revival architecture that was very prevalent in the mid-19
th

 century and has rapidly 



disappeared from our landscape. It is a solid timber framed home, an example of lost 

craftsmanship that could serve any number of functions that we envision could bring City and 

University together on its new location on North Water Street, not far from where it was 

originally built. We anticipate that the downstairs public space will be a fine and intimate setting 

for small venue cultural events, receptions, parties, meetings and more. We also hope to use the 

house as an instructional tool on reclaiming our old housing stock and restoring sustainable 

neighborhoods in light of our redeveloped downtown. We look forward to this historic 1858 

home adding to that development and having a new life in our city that would make its builders 

and early occupants proud.  

 

 
 

 


